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Chemicals are everywhere, and some are deadly they can burn flesh, choke us or even blast us to

bits. This book shows how chemists through the ages risked their lives with poison gases, lethal

liquids and dangerous reactions. Read how they tried to turn ordinary metals into gold, how urine

was made into a glow-in-the-dark explosive, and how chemistry can catch murderers.
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John Townsend has been in teaching for 25 years, and has been a full-time writer since January

2003. He has written more than sixty books for young people, on such wide-ranging subjects as

monsters, urban legends, spiders, computer crime, and spies. He has also written the recent

thrillers The Hand and The Omen and the Ghost. He lives in England.
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